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After downloading and setting up the environment variables, you should be able to run Ant at
the command line by typing "Ant".
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Here we show a simple, "Hello, world" Ant script.

We also show the command to run the script and its output.

Note that if you name your script build.xml, you can omit the -f switch and the script file name.
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Note that you can define the "default" target on the project definition.

<?xml version="1.0"?>
<project default="build">

</project>

  <target name="build">

  </target>
    <echo message="Hello, world"/>

The
"echo"
task

The
"build"
target
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You can put a list of targets in the "depend" attribute so that a task depends on multiple other
targets.

Separate the multiple tasks with commas.

"javac" and "ear" are built-in Ant tasks.
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Here we show defining a property named "html-deploy", and then using it in a target named
"deploy". We are using the core Ant "copy" task to copy a set of HTML files to the specified
directory.

The beauty of this approach is that if we are using "html-deploy" in several places, we can
update it by changing it only in the property definition.

Note that it's also possible to read properties from system environment variables and standard
Java property files.
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See the Ant documentation for a complete listing of tasks provided by Ant.

So far, we have seen examples of the "javac", "ear", "copy" and "echo" tasks.
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Core tasks are included with Ant.

There are also optional tasks that require you to download and install additional software (e.g.
an XSLT processor)

Ant
AntCall
AntStructure
Apply/ExecOn
Available
Basename
BuildNumber
BUnzip2
BZip2
Checksum
Chmod
Concat
Condition
Copy
Cvs
CvsChangeLog
CvsVersion
CVSPass
CvsTagDiff
Defaultexcludes
Delete
Dependset
Dirname
Ear

Echo
Exec
Fail
Filter
FixCRLF
GenKey
Get
GUnzip
GZip
Input
Jar
Java
Javac
Javadoc
LoadFile
LoadProperties
Mail
Manifest
Mkdir
Move
Parallel
Patch
PathConvert
Property

Record
Replace
Rmic
Sequential
SignJar
Sleep
Sql
Style
Tar
Taskdef
Tempfile
Touch
TStamp
Typedef
Unjar
Untar
Unwar
Unzip
Uptodate
Waitfor
War
XmlProperty
Xslt
Zip
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This fragment of an Ant script shows a target that deploys a Web application by copying files to
a deployment directory

It also demonstrates creating directories.

The "fileset" command represents a group of files and provides various ways to include or
exclude files from the group.
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Here we show a "build" target that compiles some Java files and then runs a Java program
(Retroguard) to obfuscate the compiled code.

Note that the "java" task lets you pass command-line arguments, in this case "myfile.class" and
"script.rgs".

Note that if you are using an IDE like Eclipse, you generally don't need to write "javac" tasks,
since the IDE compiles for you. However, that task is still useful for batch builds.
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