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The Model-View-Controller architecture (MVC) splits an application into three objects. The
model component stores the application's data -- the model may connect to a database. The
view component reads the data from the model and presents it to the user. There may be
multiple views on the same model. The controller responds to requests from the user and
updates the model as required. If the model has changed, the view needs to be regenerated.
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In Struts2, JSPs act as the MVC "view", while the Struts2 filter plays the role of "controller". The
"model" role is played by actions and their associated domain objects.

Interceptors are objects that pre-or-post process the request. Struts2 uses interceptors heavily
itself to implement many features, including form processing. You can also write your own
custom interceptors.
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There are some advantages to implementing Struts2 interfaces, as we will cover later, but note
that Struts2 supports pure POJO actions that are easy to test.

Note that this action exposes a property named "myprop" with the value "Hello". Actions are
not required to define properties, but it's quite common.
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On the last page, we showed an action that returned a String "myresult". Here we show
mapping that string to "/mygreat.jsp" - Struts2 will forward to this JSP when the action returns.

Note that if an action returns "success", the configuration is a bit easier, since Struts2
recognizes it as a default:

<result>/someother.jsp</>



Copyright © Descriptor Systems, 2001-2014. Course materials may not be reproduced in whole or in part without prior written consent of Joel Barnum

Struts2 automatically places the action object on the "value stack", so that OGNL expressions in
JSPs can reference properties exposed by the action.
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It's customary to write a URL pattern that configures the filter to "see" all requests to the Web
application so that the filter can do its work.
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Using annotations reduces, or even eliminates the need to write a Struts2 configuration XML
file.
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